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HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I thought I would take a little time to report back 
on — 
Hon Martin Aldridge: Time up! 

Hon MARK LEWIS: Time up? 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon MARK LEWIS: I thought I would take a few moments of the house’s time to report on some of the major 
learnings from a sheepmeat tour to China recently. It is important that the house understand the role of China. 
I am sure many members have been to China, but it would be worthwhile for those who have not to go there and 
have a quick look. As I said, I went there on a sheepmeat insight tour and the key issue that I brought home and 
relayed to the Minister for Agriculture and Food was that the level of supply in WA is nowhere near high 
enough. We cannot meet existing markets in China, which is a major issue for us. We have to grow the markets 
and the supply chain in WA to be able to go anywhere near to meeting market demand in China. The incredible 
market pull there is real. Given the size and potential of the markets there, we probably should not go there and 
say that we can meet those markets before doing a lot of homework here and getting our producers to at least 
double the size of the sheepmeat and cattle industries. Members would be aware of the free trade agreements and 
the memorandums of understanding that have been signed with China, Japan and others. I guess that will add to 
the issue of how WA can grow supply to meet that demand. 

I will not take long. A couple of other things struck me, one being that China is out of fodder and grain. It cannot 
meet its own domestic demand from the people, let alone from its animals. Western Australia, therefore, is very 
well positioned to supply animal rations into China, whether it be into the pig industry, poultry industry, sheep 
industry or cattle industry. Another key issue came home to me. Members would have heard about Indonesia 
increasing permits for another 50 000 live cattle, but we also have a deal for live export to go into China. A trial 
pilot shipment has gone in there already. The issue, however, is that live export is open for both feeder cattle and 
slaughter cattle. As I mentioned before, the opportunities for us in the feeder line may be problematic because 
China does not have the feed to feed animals to a slaughter weight. However, the big news for us and for 
northern Western Australia, which is obviously my electorate, is the issue of live slaughter cattle going into 
China. The problem with Indonesia is that Indonesians keep reducing the weight level of our animals going into 
Indonesia, which obviously has an impact on our profitability. The opportunity with China is, hopefully, to 
encourage it to take higher-weight animals. China’s culture generally demands animals of around 400 to 
500 kilograms, which would suit us down pat because that is the weight we want. If we grow animals to around 
400 to 500 kilograms and even above that, our profitability up north would be even better.  

I want to quickly mention a couple of other things. The integrity of the supply chain is important to China and 
some work needs to be done in that area, because when our frozen meat goes there, it is defrosted, processed, 
refrozen and distributed, so there are some issues around the integrity of their supply chain that impacts on the 
quality of our product. 

Finally, though, and this concerns a couple of really key matters, the Chinese are absolutely scared about food 
safety. A number of major developments have arisen recently from issues in their food chain. One example of 
this, which horrified us, involved what is known as “zombie” beef—that is, 45-year-old frozen meat from the era 
of the Vietnam War that entered the supply chain through the grey channels through Vietnam and into China. 
It even got into Burger King and those sorts of places. There are other examples of safety in the food chain, such 
as the discovery of melamine in milk products and infant formula. There have been such major food safety 
concerns that it has got to the point that I think it has been recorded that those who were found guilty were taken 
out the back and summarily disposed of! This presents a big opportunity for us because the big thing we have 
going for us is that we have a clean and green image and we have really good internal food safety processes. We 
cannot let that go in terms of our biosecurity. That would be the biggest message that I have brought home for 
the minister: we have to maintain our border security, our internal biosecurity and our internal food safety 
quality. With that, I will finish and we can all go home. 

House adjourned at 9.52 pm 
__________ 
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